Oncology education needs survey of registered nurses in Texas.
In response to the need to determine continuing education priorities in oncology nursing, the Nurse Oncology Education Program surveyed a geographically stratified random sample of Texas registered nurses concerning their oncology practices, perceived skill levels, and personal needs for training in 61 topics areas. The 378 respondents rated their skill levels low to medium, although 62% cared directly for patients with cancer. The highest-rated priorities for professional education were: legal issues, issues and trends in cancer care, investigational/new drug development, and bone marrow transplantation. Nurses employed in community settings and those living outside metropolitan areas tended to indicate the highest numbers of strong training needs. However, comparison of the needs for cancer prevention and detection education by regions showed that for none of the geographic regions was a high training need for cancer prevention and detection identified.